GCWM Advisory Voted Statements 2016
Women In Leadership


WHEREAS, the Seventh-day Adventist Church is called upon to represent Christ to
the world; and



WHEREAS, the Seventh-day Adventist Church globally is growing, and the need for
leaders is great; and



WHEREAS, we need both women and men to fully represent the image of Christ;
and



WHEREAS, our 28 Fundamental Beliefs (6, 7, 11, 14) affirm the equality of men
and women; and



WHEREAS, Christ always treats women with justice and equality



Resolved, we request that women and men in leadership positions be treated
equally in work load, compensation and responsibilities.
Fundamental Beliefs

Creation 6
God has revealed in Scripture the authentic and historical account of His creative
activity. He created the universe, and in a recent six-day creation the Lord made “the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them” and rested on the seventh
day. Thus He established the Sabbath as a perpetual memorial of the work He
performed and completed during six literal days that together with the Sabbath
constituted the same unit of time that we call a week today. The first man and
woman were made in the image of God as the crowning work of Creation, given
dominion over the world, and charged with responsibility to care for it. When the
world was finished it was “very good,” declaring the glory of God. (Gen. 1-2; 5; 11;
Exod. 20:8-11; Ps. 19:1-6; 33:6, 9; 104; Isa. 45:12, 18; Acts 17:24; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2;
11:3; Rev. 10:6; 14:7.)
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The Nature of Humanity 7
Man and woman were made in the image of God with individuality, the power and
freedom to think and to do. Though created free beings, each is an indivisible unity
of body, mind, and spirit, dependent upon God for life and breath and all else.
When our first parents disobeyed God, they denied their dependence upon Him and
fell from their high position. The image of God in them was marred and they became
subject to death. Their descendants share this fallen nature and its consequences.
They are born with weaknesses and tendencies to evil. But God in Christ reconciled
the world to Himself and by His Spirit restores in penitent mortals the image of their
Maker. Created for the glory of God, they are called to love Him and one another,
and to care for their environment. (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:7, 15; 3; Ps. 8:4-8; 51:5, 10;
58:3; Jer. 17:9; Acts 17:24-28; Rom. 5:12-17; 2 Cor. 5:19, 20; Eph. 2:3; 1 Thess.
5:23; 1 John 3:4; 4:7, 8, 11, 20.)
Growing in Christ 11
By His death on the cross Jesus triumphed over the forces of evil. He who subjugated
the demonic spirits during His earthly ministry has broken their power and made
certain their ultimate doom. Jesus’ victory gives us victory over the evil forces that
still seek to control us, as we walk with Him in peace, joy, and assurance of His
love. Now the Holy Spirit dwells within us and empowers us. Continually committed
to Jesus as our Saviour and Lord, we are set free from the burden of our past deeds.
No longer do we live in the darkness, fear of evil powers, ignorance, and
meaninglessness of our former way of life. In this new freedom in Jesus, we are
called to grow into the likeness of His character, communing with Him daily in
prayer, feeding on His Word, meditating on it and on His providence, singing His
praises, gathering together for worship, and participating in the mission of the
Church. We are also called to follow Christ’s example by compassionately ministering
to the physical, mental, social, emotional, and spiritual needs of humanity. As we
give ourselves in loving service to those around us and in witnessing to His salvation,
His constant presence with us through the Spirit transforms every moment and every
task into a spiritual experience. (1 Chron. 29:11; Ps. 1:1, 2; 23:4; 77:11, 12; Matt.
20:25-28; 25:31-46; Luke 10:17-20; John 20:21; Rom. 8:38, 39; 2 Cor. 3:17, 18; Gal.
5:22-25; Eph. 5:19, 20; 6:12-18; Phil. 3:7-14; Col. 1:13, 14; 2:6, 14, 15; 1 Thess.
5:16-18, 23; Heb. 10:25; James 1:27; 2 Peter 2:9; 3:18; 1 John 4:4.)
Unity in the Body of Christ 14
The church is one body with many members, called from every nation, kindred,
tongue, and people. In Christ we are a new creation; distinctions of race, culture,
learning, and nationality, and differences between high and low, rich and poor,
male and female, must not be divisive among us. We are all equal in Christ, who by
one Spirit has bonded us into one fellowship with Him and with one another; we are
to serve and be served without partiality or reservation. Through the revelation of
Jesus Christ in the Scriptures we share the same faith and hope, and reach out in one
witness to all. This unity has its source in the oneness of the triune God, who has
adopted us as His children. (Ps. 133:1; Matt. 28:19, 20; John 17:20-23; Acts 17:26,
2

27; Rom. 12:4, 5; 1 Cor. 12:12-14; 2 Cor. 5:16,17; Gal. 3:27-29; Eph. 2:13-16; 4:36, 11-16; Col. 3:10-15.)
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